Colovaginal anastomosis: a unique complication of end-to-end anastomosis stapler use in low anterior resection.
Anastomotic staplers have been used in colorectal surgery for several years. End-to-end stapler use for low anterior resection, as well as for other procedures, is common in surgical practice. These staplers have allowed more extended, lower resections of the colorectum without loss of bowel continuity or sphincter function. There have been reported complications of stapler use, with anastomotic stricture and leakage being the most common. We report here a unique complication of direct colovaginal anastomosis using the end-to-end stapler during a low anterior resection of an early-stage rectal adenocarcinoma.